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By Amnnie Charalambous

ith Nicosia exiting the bailout pro-
gramme, the Cyprus Employers’

Federation’s new boss believes a

- restricting strike action in essential ser-
iS Now paramount. '

e OEB federation has drafted its own pro-
posals on curbing strikes at hospitals and state
utilities because the economy is fragile and the
expectations of unions are unjustifiably high,

B
‘Economy h

Michalis Antoniou told the Cyprus Weekly in
an interview. .
“Since the end of. 2014 when the economy.

showed signs of stability we knew that those

in control of essential services were getting
ready to come up with an
avalanche of demands.”
asa face; [t said Antoniou. He has

medium-siz

owner, the producer
- who needs to ship
goods abroad’

£ since February 1.
e busin €ss “We knew they could
blackmail the whole of so-
ciety butwe also knew that

tion to defend itself. That’s
why we prepared this bill
proposal, it took us over nine-months,” he
added.

sent to President Nicos Anastasiades and four
~ key ministers - La-
bour, Finance,

y Comrerce
and Health -
\ could be vo-
' ted in within

the state can be in a posi-

Thedraftdocumentwhichhasaireadybeen
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The government will be the one to hold a
dialoguie with trade unions, if this is deemed
necessary, he said. o

- “We also sent them (government officials)
a study carried out by the European Trade Un-
ion Confederation on how strike action in es-
sential services is regulated in 30 European
states - 28 members plus two - Iceland and
Norway.” ‘

“And we sentthe message that if youdon’t

like our proposed bill, study how other Euro-
pean countries have done it and draft your
ow1. Regulate it though, one way or ano-
ther,” he added.

Last week, nurses decided to end a two-

weelclong strike that almost paralysed the is-
land’s state hospitals where efforts are under
way to restructure the health system.

This is a move to give hospitals autonomy
and introduce the much-anticipated National |

Health Scheme which appears to be as contro-

versial as the move to reform the Electricity .
Authority of Cyprus (EAC) and Cyta (Cyprus

Telecommunications).

“If a strike breaks out at an essential‘se;- ‘
vice, itisnotthe employer who suffers, the one

who suffers is the unprotected citizen, wheth-

er it is the patient at a public hospital or the

owner of a small business.. just imagine if we
have power cuts because of EAC’s privatisa-
tion plans,” said Antoniou. '

“The damage would be unbelievably enor-

mous...Economy hasa face, it is the shopkeep-
er, the small-ox medium-size business owner,

the producer who needs to ship goods abroad

and can't because port workers are on strike.

These, too, are voters; this is a message party
leaders should bear in mind.”

. Top of the list of OEB’s goals is also the
speeding up of the state’s structural reform
process which seems to have lost its momen-

_tum, according to Antoniou.

Aswell asreform of the state’s pension fund

10 alleviate the injustice fowards taxpayers in

the private sector, compared to those in the
public sector. ~
. OEB’s boss also wants the state payroll to

_ be downsized considering that before the eco-
. nomiccrisis it was at 15.7% of GDP.

_ “It has been lowered novw t0 12.3% of GDP,
butthe average rate in the eurozoneis10% and

. we have to lower it to about the same percent-

agerate.”.




